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EDITORIAL correspondence.
Philœ, Nubia, Bec. 10¿/¡, 1S50.—If accounts here are to be credited,

disease is scarcely known at this extreme point of travel. There is not a
medical practitioner for 200 miles, except the surgeon of the barracks.
Blindness is not quite so frequently met with as in the lower parts of
Egypt; still 1 have seen many adults and children with opacity of the
cornea. A case of paralysis of the face, and one of scrotal hernia in a boy,
who replaced or protruded the sac at pleasure for the sake of backsheish,
were met with. A tall, finely-developed Arab consulted me respecting his
wife, who vomited her food immediately after eating. Among all the
Abyssinians whom we saw from the slave marts, not one had an apparent
physical defect. Two years ago the plague raged up and down the river,
cutting off the poor people at a melancholy rate, even above the first cata-
ract, it being generally developed in and confined to Cairo and the large
towns below. Not a case of cholera the present season appeared above
Cairo. In that dusty, barren, closely-packed city of not far from 200,000
inhabitants, it has been estimated that 8,000 died while the epidemic pre-
vailed. At Alexandria, it is asserted that 300 often died in a day, anthdat
5,000 were swept off by it in the course of a few weeks. It had not wholly
subsided when we arrived there.
In returning down the river from the cataract, we stopped to see and con-

sider each and every object worth noticing—enough, indeed, to keep a calm
man in a constant state of excitement. No country can boast of such
antiquities—none has such historical monuments. It has been to us a long,
tedious and expensive voyage ; but we have had the gratification of roaming
over and through temples and ranges of tombs, and climbing pyramids,
made long before the birth of Abraham—of standing at the foot of the
colossal mountains of hewn stone at Geeseh, where Moses, Plato and
Pythagoras once stood and gazed. My diary can no longer be introduced
into letters, even abridged ; but by every conveyance I shall write the
principal events of my travels from Cairo through the Desert to the Red
Sea, and from thence through Palestine, a part of Syria, Turkey and
Greece.
Should some of our enterprising stone masons travel through Egypt,

they would discover the mortifying fact, in the quarries of Silisis, that were
extensively wrought nearly 4,000 years ago, and in the granite beds at
Syene, that a skill in stone-cutting was then practised which is unknown
at the present day. At Thebes I have gazed with astonishment at the
enormous blocks that were transported from their native beds, down the
river, to their present position. At the Temple of Ombus there are blocks
of hewn stone 20 feet long by 8 feet square, which must have been carried
up a high bank of the river before being elevated to their place in the
building. Think of the roof of á large public edifice, made of solid pieces
of granite 5 feet square and 15 feet in length, lying side by side. All the
stones, small or large, were dowelled together with a piece of wood, each
way. The surface of à stone designed to have another upon it, had a rough
depression in it for mortar. Wooden dowels, excluded from the air, will
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last for ages. After seeing them as they were used in walls here in Egypt,
that are now firm as the everlasting hills, and which have witnessed the
wrecks of empires and the convulsions of nature during several thousand
years, I think they are quite as good as copper, superior to iron, and worthy
of imitation in our country. In some exposed walls, liable to be weakened
by running water, the dovetails of wood would tug like giants to keep the
stones from separating. The ancient stone-cutters had long chisels not
exceeding half an inch in width. This is shown by the strokes in the
stones of all the ruins examined, from the fallen pillars at Alexandria to
the tablets, architraves and suspended chapiters in Ethiopia beyond the
boundaries of Egypt. Our ship carpenters, too, might obtain important
hints on the Nile. No better hulls can be put together than are found
here. Some, quite large enough for schooners, are made of bits of plank
not more than three feet long by one foot four inches wide ; but a com-
pensation for this apparent defect exists in an almost solid wall of ribs, side
by side, of locust-wood—called here tamarask—the shittim-wood of the
Old Testament. Decay is out of the question in their boats. Every plank
or piece of one is fastened with a headed iron spike, the heads entering the
wood to a common level, and tow being wound around under the head, the
thickness of the board it is to hold in place. Of other mechanical matters,
my journal has copious details.Within an hour I have visited the great citadel temple of Edfou, the
ancient Apollonopolis—the propyla or gateway towers of which are proba-
bly 100 feet high each, by 90 feet in width at the base, and yet the cap
course of stone is gone. The pillars within cannot be matched, out of
Egypt, for massiveness and beauty. The door of entrance between the
towers is much like the granite entrance to Mount Auburn, only more
lofty. A wall, unique for strength, height and finish, surrounds the once

sacred ground, where the cunning old heathen priests, secured against the
assaults of political foes, as they wore from vulgar eyes, imposed upon
generation after generation of men. There are sculptures, cartouches and
hieroglyphics, with fine specimens of coloring, on the walls. The wall
within, nearly 50 feet high, is also full of them, to near the top, concealing
of course the body of the magnificent pillars and elaborately ornamented
chambers. If cleared out it would be found, I suspect, one of the best pre-
served temples in the valley of the Nile. I there likewise observed the
system of dowelling the stones with wood, to keep them from spreading
apart. The columns appeared to be dressed after being placed, as were
also the walls of the apartments. The same thing was observed at Phila;,
where several of the columns were left, half finished, with the chalk marks
that were to be the guides for the workmen.

Thebes, Bee. \3th.—At 3, P. M., having completed a thorough exami-
nation of the ruins, and everything surprising and grand in ancient Egyptian
architecture, at Luxor, Kanah and Thebes, our boat has again been turned
towards Cairo. If the temples visited excited my profound astonishment,
what a strange sensation was produced on entering the ancient tombs, ex-
cavated into the rocky sides of a mountain, nearly as long as the Quincy
Market in Boston, and half as wide, comprising a succession of beautiful
apartments, with occasional arched ceilings and columns, and paintings
that have now been executed more than 2,000 years. At the extremity of
the tombs were granite sarcophagi, that in themselves, on account of their
immense size, are wonders of mechanical ingenuity. To describe a tithe
of what has been seen in these royal sepulchres, illustrative of the skill,
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mechanical adroitness and power, of the artisans of Egypt 1,800 years be-
fore the commencement of the Christian era, would be an interminable and
unsatisfactory labor, and therefore will not be attempted.
Yesterday a regular Egyptian serpent-charmer waited upon us, on our

return from the tombs of Bruce and Belzoni, and inquired for the hakeem,
or doctor, whom he understood was in the company. On presenting my-
self, he said he was himself a hakeem—shook hands, and muttering to
himself awhile squatted down to a kind of eel-pot-shaped basket—and
opening the cover, thrust in his hand and drew out a snake resembling an
adder, about a yard in length, the head of which he immediately thrust into
his mouth, and kept crowding in, fold after fold, till no more could be re-
ceived, when he drew it out. He had five snakes, of different sizes, which
wine bandied with a freedom which made one's hair crawl. The minutiae
of the exhibition it is unnecessary to describe. Few.it is said, possess the
secret of this influence over these reptiles. He assured me he could make
any serpent in a field leave his hole and run directly to him—and would
handle them with perfect impunity, no matter how poisonous they mightbe. His son; a little boy, he said could do the same.

Analyses of the Solids and Fluids consumed by all Classes of the Pub-lic.—A series of analytical examinations has been and is now being made
in London, of the various solids and fluids which are used by "all classes"of the public. We are uninformed how this sanitary commission was ap-
pointed, nor do we know the names of the scientific gentlemen who com-
pose it; but it is evident that many strange developments of fraud have
already been discovered by the commissioners. Their report, so far as
they have extended their researches, is published in the London Lancet,from which we make a synopsis. It commences with sugar and its adul-
terations. Mention is made of the various kinds, elements, &c, which it
is deemed unnecessary now to speak of—our intention being to allude
only to the impurities and adulterations of cane sugar. These consist
of organic and inorganic matters. The organic substances are fragmentsof the sugar cane, glucose or grape sugar, vegetable albumen, blood,
an animalcule peculiar to sugar, fungi, woody fibre, and starch granules.
The inorganic impurities are lime, lead, iron and earthy matter. These
several impurities are not found in the crystal parts of the sugar, which
are pure cane, but in the more fluid part which surrounds, adheres to
and coats them. The crystal sugar possesses by far the greatest sweeten-
ing properties, and is less prone to undergo the fermentivc changes; while
grape sugar, on the other hand, is of less sweetening power, and is quite
apt to ferment. In the brown sugars there is much vegetable albumen,which increases its weight, and also its liability to ferment ; but what will
astonish, and perhaps most alarm the consumer of sugars, is the fact of the
unrefined qualities containing more or less of animalada:. To Dr. Hassall,
the scientific world are indebted for this discovery ; with the microscope he
was enabled to detect mites or acari, not unlike the itch-insect, and from
their microscopical appearance we should judge them to be a more formi-
dable animal. These insects were found in raw or unrefined sugars, theplace where these are prepared not exempting them from the liability. Bythis discovery of Dr. Hassall, that affection of the skin, called grocer's itch,is accounted for, for it is well known that that class of traders are veryliable to extreme irritation of the skin, and it is generally in those who
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handle the sugars largely. There are also sporules of fungi discoverable
in the impure sugars, which are supposed to favor the development of the
acari. Starch was found in almost every sample of sugar examined ;
also woody fibre, lime, lead, iron, and stone grit. In thirty-six samples
examined by the microscope, thirty-five had the disgusting-looking acari inthem ; also, all of these samples contained more or less of impurities and
adulterations. The commissioners came to the conclusion, from the abun-
dant evidence adduced, that a majority of the brown sugars, as imported andsold to the public, are impure, and in a state generally " unfit for hu-
man consumption." The refined sugar is therefore recommended to con-

sumers, as the only kind proper for use, and they should be willing to pay
a fair price for it. In our next number we shall speak ofArrow Root and
its Adulterations.

Biseases of Menstruation.—" On Diseases of Menstruation and Ovarian
Inflammation, in connection with Sterility, Pelvic Tumors, and Affectionsof the Womb. By Edward J. Tilt, M.D., London.—New York, Samuel
S. & Win. Wood, publishers. Boston, Ticknor & Co." The author has
certainly given us much that is new and interesting in his little volume.
It is written with great care, and furnishes evidence of a mind well cultured.
With all Dr. Tilt's theories, it cannot be expected that every one will be
pleased ; but in the main, they will be found tenable. The diseases peculiar
to menstruation, have always been considered very obscure, and the organs
concerned" in this function have never been satisfactorily defined. This
work may be considered the best that has- been published on the subject,
and it must fill a space in medical literature which has heretofore been
void. In his introduction, he says—" If, then, it be established that the
ovaries govern menstruation, it is reasonable to study the disorders of
menstruation in connection with the diseases of those organs, so that we
may have some connecting link in the investigation of these important dis-
eases, and be able, in many instances, to direct our treatment to that organ
which all recognize as the fountain head of menstruation ; and as we ascribe
to inflammation so great an influence in disturbing the functions of the
ovaries as to produce diseases ofmenstruation, we must question ourselves
respecting the occurrence and phenomena represented by this most im-
portant word."

The Journal of the Society for the Prevention of Pauperism.—We have
received, from the board of managers, the February number of the above-
named monthly, published in this city. It is filled with interesting matter
upon the subject of pauperism. From the report of the secretary, it appears
that more than three-fourths of the applicants for situations were foreigners.
It seoms to us a mistaken policy in our government, to encourage emigration
to this country, when we are suffering so much from the increase of pauper-
ism caused by it. The law which was enacted by our legislature, requir-
ing head money to be paid by the alien, and bonds, with sufficient
surety, that he would not become a burthen to the Slate for a certain time,
seemed just and proper ; yet we believe it was decided to be unconstitutional
by the Supreme Court of the United States. Until our own poor are proper-
ly cared for, we do not think we are called upon to render assistance to the
poor of other countries. We wish the Society for the Prevention of Pau-
perism all success in their philanthropic undertakings.
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Graduates of the Medical School of Harvard University.—At the semi-
annual examination held on the 6th of March, 1851, at the Massachusetts
Medical College, the following candidates were examined and approved
for the degree of Doctor of Medicine :—

Enoch Adams, Andover, Me., Thesis on Pneumonia.
George Pierce Baker, Providence, R. I., Relation between

Erysipelas and Puerperal Fever.
James Coldham, Simcoe, Canada W., Intermittent Fever.
William C. B. Fifield, Weymouth, Puerperal Convulsions.
Richard Gundry, Simcoe, Canada W., Medical Evidence.
George AsaHoyt, A.M., Framingham, Bysmenorrhcea.William Albert Lewis, Sterling, Ct., Causes ofPeritonitis.Jenks Harris Otis, Boston, Urinary Calculus.
William Samuel Pattee, Quincy, Asciles.
Francis Tuttle, Barnstead, N. H., Continued Fever.

O. W. Holmes, Bean.

Rhode Island Medical Society—Belegates to the American Medical As-
sociation.—At the last semi-annual meeting of the Rhode Island Medical
Society, the following gentlemen were appointed delegates to the meeting
of the American Medical Association in May, 1851 :—Drs. Usher Parsons,
Theophilus C. Dunn, Joseph Mauran, George Capron, Ezekiel Fowler, S.
Augustus Arnold, David Holmes, Henry P. Pratt, Charles H. Fisher and
Absalom P. King.
Report of the City Registrar of Boston.—This document, as prepared

by Mr. Simonds, our efficient City Registrar, is beginning to take the
place which it deserves among the annual statistical reports of the day.His report for the last year, just published, contains all the information
which could be desired respecting the important matters which come un-
der his observation. We glean from it a few particulars, and may per-
haps refer to it again.
The number of births registered during the year was 5279 ; viz., 2681

males, 2598 females. Among them were 53 cases of twins. The birth-placesof the parents of these children were as follows:—Boston—fathers, 456;
mothers, 535. Massachusetts, except Boston—fathers, 533(; mothers, 501.
Total New England—fathers, 1704; mothers, 1741. United States,
except New England—fathers, 122; mothers, 119. Ireland—fathers,
2734 ; mothers, 2792. Total foreign countries—fathers, 3340 ; mothers,
3320.
The number of intentions of marriage registered was 2557, one or both

of the parties being described as residing in Boston. Of these, were na-
tives of the United States—males, 1160; females, 1153. Of Ireland—
males, 999 ; females, 1099.
The whole number of deaths registered was 3667—being about 1400

less than in 1849, the cholera year. The deaths last year were 1 in
3S, or 2.64 per cent., instead of 1 in 26 as in 1849. The ages were as
follows :—under 1 year, 879 ; 1 to 2, 439 ; 2 to 3, 194 ; 3 to 5, 194; 5
to 10, 165 ; 10 to 15, 68; 15 to 20, 131 ; 20 to 30, 475 ; 30 to 40, 369;
40 to 50, 246 ; 50 to 60, 175; 60 to 70, 157; 70 to 80, 108; 80 to 90,
49 ; 90 to 100, 17 ; over 100, 1. Consumption was the cause of 586 of
the deaths.
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The following extract is given, that our more distant readers may under-
stand the cause of so great an increase in the foreign population of Boston,
as is shown above and in our weekly report of deaths in the city.
"The multiplied facilities for rapid travelling have made it practicable

and convenient for the business men of Bostoneo live out of town, andthousands of them have within a few years established their family resi-dences near the various railroad stations and omnibus routes within ten or
fifteen miles. Their warehouses, stores, shops, and employees, remain in
the city. Our native population has been also considerably affected by the
numbers who have left, seeking a golden harvest in California. It is with-
in the last five years, that the tide of emigration from Europe has set
strongly to Boston. Previously we received directly a much smaller pro-
portion, of a less emigration. While the greater part of the emigrants
landing in Boston, proceed directly to the interior of New England, or the
Western States, many remain, including generally the most undesirable
portion."

Mortality of Lowell in 1S50.—A sfatement of the deaths in Lowell, with
the diseases and ages, as prepared by Dr. J. Spalding, City Physician, hasbeen received. From it we learn that 492 persons died in that city during
the year, 219 of whom were males, and 278 females. Nearly one fourth
of the deaths were caused by consumption, and two thirds of them were
females. The greatest mortality occurred in August, when there were 62
deaths. We should judge the city to have been exempt from epidemical
diseases, and to have enjoyed an unusual degree of health.

The Stethoscope and Virginia Medical Gazette.—This new medical
journal, conducted by Dr. P. C. Gooch, of Richmond, Va., has materially
improved since its first number was issued. The March number has been
received, and contains much interesting and practical matter. With its
abundance of original material, and a good judgment in selecting other
matter; and last, not least, the spirited manner in which the editorial de-
partment is managed, the Stethoscope cannot fail to secure a host of readers.
We wish it all success, and welcome it among the best of our exchanges.

Physician for Ships.—It will be seen by our advertising sheet that a
new edition of Dr. Parsons's book for seamen, and others who have occasion
to travel by water, has been published. The work is too well known to
need more than a statement of a new edition being issued.
Married,—In Rochester, N. II., Dr. James Farringlon to Miss Harriet Chase.

Died,—At Hampstead, N. II., Dr. E. H. L. Gibson, aged 23.—At Newburyport, Mass., John
Merrill, M.D., aged 30 years, a graduate of Harvard University.
Deaths in Boston—for the week ending Saturday noon, March Í!, 77.—Males, 39—females, 38.

Abscess, 2—accidental, 1—antenna, 1—asthma. 1—disease of the bowels, 1—inflammation of tho
bowels, 2—burn, 1—consumption, 13—convulsions, 1—croup, 3—debility, 1—dysentery, 1

—dropsy, 1—dropsy of the brain, 3—erysipelas, 1—typhus fever, 2—lung fever, fi—hooping cough,
2—disease of the heart, 2—infantile, 2—disease of the liver, '1—inflammation of the lungs, 5—
marasmus, 1—measles, il—old age, 2—palsy, 2—puerperal, 1—disease of the spine, I—smallpox,
1—unknown, 2—worms, 1,
Untier 5 years, 35—between 5 and 20 years, 5—between 20 and 40 years, 15—between 40 and
years, 12—over CO years, 10. Americans, 44 ; foreigners and children of foreigners, 33.
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Animal Food in Byscntery. By R. J. Graves, M.D.—In an excel-
lent paper by Dr. Mayne, published in the last number of this Journal,
some judicious remarks are made respecting the utility of tender animal ,food in dysentery, after the first stage of active inflammation has passed,
remarks strongly corroborating what 1 have already written on that point
of practice, and the accuracy of which is confirmed by the following pas-
sage, taken from a very interesting work entitled " The Shoe and Canoe,!*
by John J. Bigsby, M.D. " Doukin's preserved meat is an admirable
substitute for the recently-killed animal. A transport between the tropics,
full of soldiers and their families, under my medical charge, became
generally attacked with dysentery, agai?ist which medicine seemed power-
less. In the course of three or four days I distributed among the soldiers
750 pounds of Doukin's preserved meal, ant} the disease ceased. We
landed six weeks afterwards at the Cape of Good Hope, a sound ship."—
Vol. II., p. 203.—Bublin Quarterly Journal of Medical Science.
Saline Artesian Well.—The boring of the famous artesian well, the

Schonborn, at Kissingen, in Rhenish Bavaria, which commenced in 1822,
has recently been brought to a successful termination. This immense
work, of the success of which people were beginning to despair, has givenresults never witnessed before. Kissingen is situated in a saline valleyabout 990 feet above the level of the Baltic. In the month of June, 1849,
after seventeen years of work, the boring had reached a depth of 1820
feet, having previously passed through several strata of salt separated by
masses of granite. There was then encountered, for the first time, a stra-
tum of carbonic acid gas, followed by new granitic masses, and at length
on the 12th of June a violent detonation overthrew, but without injury to
anybody, the scaffolding which covered the mouth of the well, and almost
immediately there was seen issuing from the orifice a column of water,
nearly five inches in diameter, which rose with prodigious force to the heightof 100 f'et, diffused itself on all sides like the branches of a magnificent
palm tree, and thus formed the most extraordinary jet d'eau imaginable.
The ivatcr, clear as crystal, issues from the soil at a temperature of 66
deg. F., charged with 3.4 per cent, of pure salt, and gives a volume of 40
cubic feet per minute. It is forced up by an atmosphere of carbonic acid
gas acting with a force of fifty atmospheres. The total depth of the well
is 2047 feet. It is calculated that this spring will yield annually about
293 tons of salt, which, deducting expenses, will add £30,000 to the reve-
nue of Bavaria."—From Gaz. Med. in Jour, de Pitar.

Air or Water Pessary.—Mr. Higginson showed an ingenious contri-
vance for acting as a pessary, as a plug to check extensive hemorrhage, orfor dilating the os uteri. It consisted of a common small bladder, into
the neck of which a gutta percha tube is inserted and secured. Whilst
flaccid the bladder was to be introduced into the vagina, or even so far, if
needful, as through a partially dilated os uteri; and an enema pump, or
elastic bottle, being fitted to the gutta percha tube, air or water might be
injected into the bladder, until it was distended so as to fill the vagina, or
to dilate the os uteri to the required degree.—Proc. Liver. Med. Society.
Iodine Vapor in Phthisis.—M. Chartroule read an essay on the use of

iodine vapors, in which he attributed to this mode of the exhibition of
iodine a superiority over other modes or forms.—Acad. Med., Paris.
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